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Explanatory Note:

WWWWW?' (Does a Road Network Develop the Karnali by Default?) is an op-ed
piece published on an online media platform, ‘http:///npbaahrakhari.com/’. This piece briefly introduces
the research objective of ‘Infrastructures of Democracy' project. It analyzes the changing political-
economic relations and development dynamics of the Karnali and the class inequality that may entrench
in Karnali even after road connections. It takes empirical data from field visits to Jumla and Mugu during
June, 2016. This article argues that development of Karnali depends on how the state and local people
exploit the development opportunities opened up due to road networks. This perspective also alerts
readers to the possibility of neoliberal capital taking advantage of easy access and connectivity of road
network in Karnali.
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